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Principal's Welcome
Martin Luther King once remarked

that it was the quality of a man's life,
and not his longevity, that was

important. The same is true for a
school. We're not simply celebrating
100 years of Our Lady of Grace; we

are celebrating 100 years of a quality
Catholic education at Our Lady of
Grace. I am pleased to make this

journey with you as we commemorate
a century of pride and a future of

progress. 
 

Sponsorships

This time 100 years ago, the dream of creating Our Lady of Grace School
became a reality. Education was one of the most crucial matters Rev.

Richard P. Phelan, a young priest from Ireland who in 1922 was serving
the community of Langhorne as interim pastor of Our Lady of Grace,

wanted to address. With the approval from the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia and Fr. Henkell, a three-story house with 12 rooms was

purchased and converted to a school and convent. It was a humble
beginning, but before anyone knew it, the school would flourish.

 
On September 8, 1923, four Sister Servants of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary welcomed 70 students in grades 1-8, including a commercial class.

The first ever alumnus of Our Lady of Grace would graduate in 1924. Fr.
Phelan’s vision for our school did not stop there. It was his eventual goal

to have a building with an auditorium, which could be used for both
school and parish functions to come together as a community. By the time

Fr. Phelan’s request was approved by the Archdiocese, the school
expanded to over 200 students, which exceeded the capacity of the small

house converted to a school.
 

On the 25th anniversary of OLG, construction of the new building began.
The cornerstone of the “new” school was blessed on October 2, 1949, by
His Excellency, Most Reverend Hugh L. Lamb, DD, VG. In the 1949-1950
school year, OLG had 320 students enrolled and 150 additional students
taking Christian Doctrine courses. A lot happened in the first 25 years of
OLG and we are proud of our history. Stay tuned in the next edition of

The Gator Gazette as we go through the past 100 years! 

History of OLG

facebook.com/schoololg
@olg_penndel

 
Today, we are asking you, our ardent and

valued friends, to be a proud sponsor during
this extraordinary year in our history.
Advertising options, which range from
$150-$10,000, will be available in the

100th Anniversary Commemorative Book,
on the school website, promoted through
social media outlets and more! Details on
advertising options, costs and benefits are
forthcoming. Outright gifts to support the
mission of Our Lady of Grace School are

always welcomed and appreciated. 
  For more information on how to get you

can get involved, please contact Chris Foster,
100th Anniversary Committee Chairwoman,

at chrisfoster19047@gmail.com.

https://www.facebook.com/schoololg
https://instagram.com/olg_penndel


A CENTURY OF PRIDE A FUTURE OF PROMISE 
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Throughout our 100th anniversary celebration,
we are looking to honor and feature our alumni!
Nominate alumni for the School Hall of Fame by

emailing nominationcommittee@olg1.org. You can
also submit photos from your time at OLG to be

featured on our social media, email Kelly at
kelly@dlff.org or DM the photos to our social

media accounts! 

The first issue of Time Magazine was published in
March. 
The famous Hollywood sign went up and quickly
became a timeless tourist attraction, even though it
was only meant to be displayed for 18 months.
Disney Brothers Cartoon Studio was founded.
Red light…Green light! The electric traffic sign would
change driving forever.
The Yoo-Hoo Chocolate drink hit the shelves, and
possibly the lunch boxes of our first students. 

In 1923, Our Lady of Grace Penndel opened up its doors.
The world’s population was 2.02 billion, 70 of which were
lucky enough to be a part of our very first school family.
As the first group of students were welcomed by the Sister
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, there were
some iconic events occurring and products being created
throughout the world:

Stay tuned throughout the entire year to take a look back
on the world over the last 100 years!
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Calling All Alumni

What else is turning 100?

100 Things 
We Love About OLG

Save the Date

In an effort to show the world just how
proud the Our Lady of Grace

Community is for our 100th School
Year, we are kindly asking you to send

us a few of the best reasons to love
OLG. Starting with the first day of
school, we will be posting someone’s
response each day until we hit the

100th Day of School. The 100th Day of
the 100th Year will certainly be a

wonderful cause for celebration, but to
get folks excited in the meantime, we
will be sharing these responses on our

social media pages and website.
Answers can range from a favorite

teacher to a favorite school lunch; any
response is greatly appreciated! We

encourage you to share this with
friends and family who may have

attended or supported the school as
well. Please send all responses to

sareena@dlff.org or regan@dlff.org. We
thank you ahead of time for your

incredible response!

There is no better way to begin our 100th
Anniversary at Our Lady of Grace School than
gathering as a community to celebrate mass.

The 100th Anniversary Kickoff Mass will be on
September 11th, 2022 at 10:00 AM. We kindly
ask that you RSVP in advance to Chris Foster at

chrisfoster19047@gmail.com. There will be a
reception afterwards with light refreshments to
be served. We look forward to seeing you there

and celebrating this incredible milestone
together as an OLG community!


